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Bottom line.
God gave all of us different gifts so we could fill a unique role on his team.

Objectives.
For students to:
-Identify what some spiritual gifts are
-Discover what Paul has to say about spiritual gifts to the Corinthian church
-Develop tools to discover what their spiritual gifts are

Key Passage
I Corinthians 12:4-26

Memory Verse
Philippians 3:14

Summary.
Not everyone gets to hit home runs. There are multiple positions on a baseball team, 
and those positions have positions within their positions! Just like a baseball team has 
different parts that come together for one goal, the body of Christ is made of unique 
parts with unique gifts. We need to seek and learn what our spiritual gifts are so we can 
play our role on his team.
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Beanball Charlie
By John Cosper

Cast breakdown: 1M, 1F
Run time: 5 minutes
Theme: Know your role, know your gifts, serving

CHARACTERS
Dawn- A sports reporter
Beanball Charlie- A baseball player who specializes in getting hit by pitches

Dawn stands at center stage with a microphone, talking to the audience as if talking into 
a news camera. 

DAWN: There are many great records in baseball. Cal Ripken played in a record 2632 
consecutive games. Barry Bonds hit 762 home runs in his career. Pete Rose had 4256 
hits, and Ted Williams once batted an unbelievable .406 for a season. But my guest 
today holds one of the most astonishing records in all of baseball. He is Charlie Davis, 
also known as Beanball Charlie, and he has a career on base percentage of 100%! 
That means every time he steps to the plate, he is getting on base. Charlie?
 
Charlie enters. He is a shaky, jittery, anxious guy.
 
DAWN: Hi, Charlie, how are you?
 
Dawn goes to pat him on the back. He flinches.
 
CHARLIE: Don’t touch me!
DAWN: Sorry, are you okay?
CHARLIE: That depends. Is today Thursday?
DAWN: Yes it is. 
CHARLIE: Really? Then I’m doing better than most days. 
DAWN: Do you have trouble remembering the days of the week?
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CHARLIE: Some days, I have trouble remembering my pants! 
DAWN: Charlie, you have one of the most amazing records in baseball. Every time you 
go to bat, you get on base. 
CHARLIE: That’s right. 
DAWN: And yet in twenty years, you’ve never had a single hit. In fact, you have no hit-
ting percentage. No hits, no strikeouts. Not even a walk. 
CHARLIE: Not a one, no. 
DAWN: How in the world is that possible? 
CHARLIE: Because every time I go to the plate, I get hit. 
DAWN: A hit? 
CHARLIE: No, I get HIT! 
DAWN: You mean when you step to the plate...
CHARLIE: I have one job - to get hit with the pitch.
DAWN: That must be painful!
CHARLIE: Oh golly, it is painful! I’ve been hit in the arm 167 times, in the leg 134, in the 
stomach 97, and the head 268.
DAWN: Is that why you’re so nervous?
CHARLIE: What do you mean, nervous?
DAWN: Now I understand how you can get on base without ever taking a swing. If the 
pitcher hits you, you get on base. You don’t even have to swing at the ball. 
CHARLIE: I haven’t swung at a pitch in twenty years.
DAWN: Do you miss it? I mean, wouldn’t it be nice to hit a home run?
CHARLIE: I was never a power hitter. I was pretty lousy at catching and throwing too. 
But no one is better at getting hit by pitches than me. If my team needs to get a man on 
base, I’m the guy they call.
DAWN: That’s a wonderful lesson, knowing your role and embracing it.
CHARLIE: Thank you.
DAWN: Before we go, do you have any advice for people who might want to follow in 
your footsteps?
CHARLIE: Yes I do. You gotta keep your eye on the ball.
DAWN: Yes.
CHARLIE: You gotta lean in when the pitch comes.
DAWN: Yes.
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CHARLIE: And you gotta be okay letting people see you cry, because brother, you’re 
gonna cry a whole lot!
DAWN: Thank you so much. For Beanball Charlie, I’m Dawn Andrews. Back to you in 
the studio, guys.
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If you were a baseball player - or in some cases are a baseball player - what position 
would you most want to play? 
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Item needed: a pair of sweat socks
 
Before we begin today, I have a question for all of you.
 
Hold up the socks.
 
Do you like my new gloves? I got these yesterday, and I just love them. They’re a new 
brand I never heard of. It think it’s called Socks.
 
Put the socks on your hands.
 
As you can see, they fit my hands nicely. It’s a little tough getting the second one on, 
though, because there are no fingers in them. In fact, the no finger thing makes it really 
tough to do anything. But they’re comfortable, they keep my hands warm, and...
 
And you think I’m crazy, don’t you?
 
These are not gloves, are they? They’re socks. They’re sweat socks, in fact, the kind 
you would wear with sneakers to play a sport like baseball - not to be confused with 
dress socks, toe socks, ankle socks, and any other kind of socks that you might need.
 
Socks go on your feet. Gloves - the kind with fingers - go on your hands. Shirts go over 
your head to cover your chest, arms, and back. Pants cover your legs. Hats go on your 
head, glasses over your eyes, and ear muffs, of course, cover your ears.
 
There’s a different piece of clothing for every body part, just as there’s a different role 
for every body part - just as there’s a different role for each of us in the kingdom of God. 
Some people are called to be the head. Some the hands. Some the feet. (Any volun-
teers to be the stomach? Depending on what’s served, that might be a good job!)
 
God has a role for each one of you. You may not know it yet, but in time, he will reveal 
it to you. Embrace it when he does. Give your gifts and talents to the Lord, and he will 
make you a vibrant, functional part of his team here on Earth!
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How many people to do you need to play a game of baseball?
 
If you’re playing a regulation game, the simple answer is nine. There’s a pitcher and a 
catcher. There’s a person on first, one on second, and one on third, plus a short stop. 
And there are three players in the outfield. That’s nine positions, more than soccer, 
more than hockey, and more than basketball.
 
But if you’ve ever watched a professional baseball game, or played little league at a 
higher level, you know that there’s a lot more than nine types of positions on a base-
ball team. There are starting pitchers, who open the game. There are the middle relief 
pitchers who come in for an inning or more. Then there are the closers, the high-speed 
assassins who come in to bring the game to a quick end.
 
Some teams also have designated hitters, players who come into the batting rotation 
and hit for the pitcher. There are also pinch hitters, players who come in to hit once dur-
ing a game while the manager is deciding whom to bring in for the substituted player. 
There are also pinch runners, guys who may not hit well but can run and steal bases.
 
Baseball is a game where you can make a long career out of being a specialist. Ev-
ery team needs these specialty players in addition to their regular starters. When you 
consider how many specialties there are, you can understand why coaches run football 
teams and baseball teams are run by managers. You need a manager to make sure 
everyone is used to their fullest potential, as needed, in every game!
 
Baseball teams, with their multiple positions and positions within positions, are a great 
illustration of how God has designed his church. Sad to say there are people who think 
that every Christian needs to be exactly the same. We all need to think the same, be-
lieve the same, pray the same, worship the same. But that’s just not how God made us. 
Paul describes the church this way.
 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-26
 
Think about your body and all the different parts that make it up. Your ears were spe-
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cially designed to help you hear. Your eyes were specially made for sight. Your hands 
are remarkable machines; well designed for the intricate work we ask them to do every 
day. Imagine trying to write or hold a book or feed yourself with hands shaped like an 
ear. Or imagine trying to feed yourself through a mouth shaped like an ear.
 
Like a good manager at a baseball game, God has assembled the pieces he needs to 
do his work on Earth. He has done it here. He has done it in churches and ministries 
around the world. He moves these pieces around as needed in order to put the best 
team on the field in every place he wants to work and move. God’s got the game plan. 
All we have to do is play our role. So what kind of roles are there to play?
 
The Bible tells us that God has given each of us talents and gifts - spiritual gifts - to be 
used in his kingdom here on Earth.
 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
 
Everyone has their own gifts to be used in the church. Some people are born leaders. 
Some are great teachers. Some people aren’t good speakers, but they can serve in 
other ways - working with their hands, serving in the kitchen, doing the “dirty work” it 
takes to make ministry happen. We can’t all be singers and worship leaders. Someone 
needs to run the sound board. Someone needs to know how to fix things if something 
goes wrong with the sound board.
 
So how do we find our role in the church? That’s not an easy question, but there are 
several things we can do to help us.
 
First, we can pray. We can ask our creator to show us what his plan is for our lives. God 
has given us all gifts, and he will hold us accountable for using those gifts for his glory. 
Ask God who he made you to be, and to help you find your role.
 
Second, look at your own interests. The things that interest you are usually connected 
to your gifts and talents. If you’re into music, probably a good bet that’s one of your 
gifts. Other gifts aren’t as obvious, but through prayer and self-searching, you can find 
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them.
 
You can also ask other people to help you identify your gifts. As well as you know your-
self; it is often the people around you who lead you to discover your true gifts. They see 
things that you don’t. They notice when you’re really, really good at something. When 
your parents, teachers, and church leaders encourage you to try something out, go do 
it. They may be the key to finding your role.
 
Baseball teams are full of specialists. No one makes the team unless their manager 
sees a value and a purpose and a use for the skills they have. Just like the manager 
of a baseball team chooses his players, God has a reason for placing you where you 
are. No one is without a talent, a gift, or a purpose. Ask God to reveal that purpose, and 
when he does, be ready to go to work.
 
It’s not enough to know you’re a starter, a middle reliever, or a closer. You have to get in 
the game!
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Break the ice.

1. How many of you have played a team sport? 

2. Did you play on a team where you had to learn a certain position, be it outfield, first 
baseman, goalie, forward, or some other position? 

3. What specific skills or responsibilities did you have playing that position? 

Study the story.

4. What does Paul use to compare the church? 

5. What does Paul mean when he says we are one body with many parts? 

6. Can you think of any parts of the body that aren’t needed, that don’t have a unique 
function of their own? 

SAY: Our bodies are a wonder of creation. All of our parts were put in the perfect place 
for us to do the things we do with them. Imagine if your ears were closer to your knees. 
Would you hear as well? How awkward might it be if your mouth was anywhere but 
your head? You’d have a lot more digestion problems if your food were traveling up and 
then down instead of straight down. 

Live it out.

7. How has God made us different so that we can perform different functions in the 
church? 

8. Why would it be a bad idea if we were all exactly the same - or is that really a bad 
idea? 

SAY: The scripture gives us a number of spiritual gifts that the Lord gives. Some of 
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these gifts include leadership, teaching, preaching, hospitality (serving/ hosting others), 
wisdom (being a counselor), music, evangelism, giving, helping others, and giving. 

9. Given the list we’ve heard, think about the people who are in our church. Can you 
identify the spiritual gifts that some of our leaders and members have? 

 Be prepared to help with this question. With your ministry team, take  
 time to identify your  own spiritual gifts, and share those gifts with the  
 students. 

10. Where does Paul say these gifts come from? 

11. How can we learn to identify these gifts? 

12. Why would talking to other people be just as important (if not more) than examining 
yourself to know what your gifts are? 

13. Do any of you have any guesses or ideas what your own gifts might be? 

SAY: Whether you can see your gifts now or not, you have them, and God will reveal 
them to you. Ask God to show you how he has gifted you, and ask him for the opportu-
nity to use those gifts in the body of Christ. 

Dear God,

Thank you for making each one of us unique, and giving us gifts to use. Help us to put 
our gifts to work for you and for others. Show us our role in the body of Christ so we 
can fulfill your plan for our lives. 

In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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Philippians 3:14

I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus.
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Egg Toss

Prep.
Items needed:
Raw eggs

The Game.
Choose 2-6 teams of 2 for this game. Have the teammates stand in two lines facing 
each other, about two feet apart. Hand one member of each team a raw egg. That 
teammate must pass it to the other teammate. The second teammate takes a step back 
and tosses back to his or her partner. The first teammate takes a step back and tosses 
the egg again. 

As the game goes on, teams will begin to drop out when their eggs break. The game 
continues until only one team is left standing with their egg intact. 

Take it to the next level. 
Play this game as adult leaders vs. students. However, for a little bit more fun have this 
as a staged game. You can choose which team you decide to win by giving them hard-
boiled eggs. Reveal this at the end. 


