
BOTTOM LINE: 
God is bigger than our problems.

OBJECTIVE:  
Kids will learn that God is above any challenge we face and higher than any obstacle in 
our way.
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Genesis 41:14-43, Joseph Interprets Pharoah’s Dream And Is Made Second In Com-
mand
 
MEMORY VERSE: 
“Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a 
crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.” - 1 Corinthians 
9:25 (NIV)

SUMMARY: 
Joseph had spent many long years in an Egyptian prison. But Joseph knew that God 
had a higher purpose for his life and would deliver him from his hardship.
 
SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God,

At times, our problems seem so big. Help us to know that you are bigger than our trou-
ble and above any hard time we face.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

LESSON SNAPSHOT
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“Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a 
crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.” - 1 Corinthians 
9:25 (NIV)

“All who take part in the games train hard. They do it to get a crown that will not last. 
But we do it to get a crown that will last forever.” - 1 Corinthians 9:25 (NIrV) 

LARGE GROUP: 
Write each word of the verse on a poster board. Bring enough kids on stage so each 
kid can hold one of the words. Then have the kids unscramble the words and put them 
in order on stage so it can be read by the audience.

SMALL GROUP: 
Work as a group to create motions to accompany the verse. Say the verse several 
times while acting out the motions. (K-2nd) 

Give all the kids a Bible. After you read the verse, give them the reference and see who 
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SKIT
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ITEMS NEEDED: 
Desk
Chairs

Water bottle
2 Slinkys (or large springs)
Whistle

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 3M/3F

CHARACTERS: 
Chip Chiply – Announcer
Dale Daily – Announcer
Constance Steady – Athlete
Olga Uffdason – Athlete
Sadira Shabadananan – Athlete
Referee

Chip and Dale sit behind the desk, stage right. They address the audience throughout.

CHIP: Hello sports fans, and welcome back to these Summer Games. Chip Chiply, 

commence.

Constance, Olga, and Sadira enter and congregate stage left. They warm up for the 
impending competition. Olga mimes taking a pill and then washing it down with water 
from her bottle.
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SKIT
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Constance comes forward while the announcers talk about her.

DALE: Yes, although Constance is a reliable athlete, in practices her jump as been sig-

Olga steps forward while Constance moves back a ways. She mimes taking another 
pill.

-

-

DALE: Exactly. So her doctor has prescribed a muscle relaxer for her, to loosen up 
those stiff legs.

Olga tosses back some more pills

Sadira Shabadananan from Gottawinistan. 

Sadira moves forward and Olga takes a step back.

Sadira takes two springs and attaches them to the bottom of her shoes.

DALE: It looks as if she is adding a spring to her step.



SKIT
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be allowed in this competition.

DALE: Absolutely not, Chip.

The referee enters. Constance, Olga, and Sadira stand side by side in a line. The refer-

DALE: Oh my. 

CHIP: The referee has seen the springs. 

The referee blows his whistle and makes an “out” gesture. Sadira and the referee have 
a heated (but silent) argument.

DALE: Something appears to be happening with Olga.

Indeed, Olga is having trouble standing. Her knees start to wobble. 

to stand for awhile, let alone jump.

The referee indicates that it is time to jump. He blows the whistle. Olga collapses into a 
heap on the ground. Sadira stands in place with her arms crossed. Constance “jumps” 
a few inches off of the ground.

CHIP: Constance Steady, the underdog of this competition, has just won the high jump.

higher than the competition.

Games, right here. 

End.



ITEMS NEEDED: 
Jump rope

We’re right in the middle of our Summer Games. The Summer Olympics happen ev-
ery 4 years, where the best athletes from every country in the world come together to 
compete. In order to be the best, an athlete has to train a great deal. Some train with 
weights and expensive machines. But one training tool is really cheap and super simple 
to use. Some of you might even have one? Can you guess what it might be?

Allow the kids to guess. At the end, bring out the jump rope.

Many athletes train with a simple jump rope. Jumping rope improves your coordination, 
your speed, and your dexterity. Now let me ask you this, what is the secret to being a 
successful rope jumper?

Let the kids give their ideas.

It takes a certain amount of good timing to be able to jump the rope when it comes 
down to your feet. But in the end, the biggest skill in jumping rope is you just have to be 
able to jump higher than the rope. Now when we look at this rope, it’s not very big is it? 
Even when I hold it in my hands like I’m going to jump rope, it still doesn’t come up very 
high. But let’s say I pulled up on the rope a little bit so that the rope didn’t go down as 
far. 

Demonstrate.

That would be harder to jump over, wouldn’t it? Sometimes our problems seem like 
that. They are too high for us to get over. We want to just jump over them and get past 
them, but we can’t do it. It’s too much for us.

But it’s not too much for God. No matter how high our problems, God is higher. He is 
mighty and he stands above any trouble we face. He can get us through anything we 
face, because he is greater than all of it. 

So next time you face a huge problem, think of it like this tiny jump rope and know that 
with God by your side, you can jump right over it. 

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
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HURDLE RACE

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Hurdles (can be cardboard blocks, couch cushions, or similarly-sized child safe obsta-
cle)

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Select two players for this game. 

Set up a simple race course with hurdles distributed throughout. On your mark, runners 
will race through the course making sure to leap over ever hurdle. If any hurdle is not 
completely cleared, that runner must go back to the previous hurdle and start again 
from there.

VARIATION: 
Turn this into a true Olympic style competition by holding several rounds of competition 
with different players. Record each contestant’s time. At the end of ALL of the rounds, 
declare gold, silver, and bronze medal winners.

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
To win at this game, you have to jump higher than every hurdle you face. In life we may 
not always be able to get above our problems, but we serve a God who loves us and is 
higher than any trouble we face.

LARGE GROUP GAME
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
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BOTTOM LINE: 
God is bigger than our problems.

OBJECTIVE:  
Kids will learn that God is above any challenge we face and higher than any obstacle in 
our way.

KEY PASSAGE: 
-

mand

INTRO

-

the story of Joseph before. Joseph was part of a large family. He had 11 brothers, but 
his dad always treated him better than his brothers. When he was young he had a 

favorite.

One day, the brothers threw Joseph into a well, and then sold him to a group of trav-
elers. They lied to their father and said that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal. 

lie about Joseph that led to him being put in prison.

Talk about a hard life! Being mistreated by your own family, sold into servitude in a 

enough to make you . But Joseph never did. Joseph had faith in 
God, and he never wavered in that faith. He trusted that God was in control. 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
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Joseph may have been low, his problems may have seemed pretty big, but he knew 
that God was bigger than his problems. He knew that God was above it all. God could 
take Joseph higher than he even imagined.

READ Genesis 41:14-43
 
MAIN POINT

than he could have ever imagined.

-

released from prison and went to work for Pharaoh again. But Joseph remained in his 
terrible prison.

tell him what they meant, the cupbearer remembered Joseph. He told Pharaoh about 
this man who had interpreted his dream while in prison. 

Pharaoh called for Joseph in prison. Joseph admitted that he could not interpret 
dreams but that it was God who was able to tell him what the dreams meant. Pharaoh 

would experience seven years of abundance, followed by seven years of famine. They 

come.

Pharaoh was so overjoyed that Joseph had explained these dreams, that he put Jo-

-
en years, he was able to save the lives of thousands and thousands of people – includ-
ing his own family whom had abandoned him years before.

DRIVE IT HOME:

to the highest position in the land. God is above all and he has big dreams for you, that 
he will help you reach.

-

trouble at home all the time. 



LARGE GROUP LESSON
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But remember the story of Joseph. If Joseph had never been in prison, he never would 

God that he can take you right where you are and put you right where he intends for 
you to be. 

He can do it. His ways are higher than our ways. His plans are greater than our plans. 
Just trust him and see what he will do for you.

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,

Our troubles seem to reach high into the sky. But we know that you are higher, Lord. 
Thank you for being bigger than our problems.

Amen



ICEBREAKER
What was your best day ever?

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
1 Corinthians 9:25
Work as a group to create motions to accompany the verse. Say the verse several 
times while acting out the motions.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Jumping Beings. Have several jumping contests. See who can jump the highest, who 
can jump the farthest, who can spread their legs the furthest while mid-jump, who has 
the coolest jump, etc.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Genesis 41:14-43.

Why did Pharaoh call for Joseph?

Where had Joseph been living when Pharaoh called for him?

What was Pharaoh’s dream?

Who did Joseph give credit for being able to interpret the dream’s meaning?

What did Pharaoh do after Joseph correctly interpreted his dream?
 
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,

Wherever we are in life, use our situation to bring glory to you.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER
What was your best day ever?

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
1 Corinthians 9:25
Give all the kids a Bible. After you read the verse, give them the reference and see who 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Jumping Beings. Have several jumping contests. See who can jump the highest, who 
can jump the farthest, who can spread their legs the furthest while mid-jump, who has 
the coolest jump, etc.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Genesis 41:14-43.

Why did Pharaoh call for Joseph?

Where had Joseph been living when Pharaoh called for him?

What was Pharaoh’s dream?

How was Joseph able to interpret the dream’s meaning?

How does this story show that God’s ways are higher than our own ways?

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,

Wherever we are in life, use our situation to bring glory to you.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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FILL IN THE BLANKS

Joseph had been a prisoner in the ___________ when Pharaoh called for him.
DUNGEON

Joseph said that he could not interpret Pharaoh’s dream, but that ________ would.
GOD

Joseph told Pharaoh that there would be _______ years of prosperity followed by 
________ years of famine.
SEVEN/SEVEN

Pharaoh was so impressed he put Joseph in charge of all of _________.
EGYPT

No matter how HIGH up our problems go, God is always _____________.
HIGHER 

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: HIGHER

SUMMER GAMES 2016: HIGHER

 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Joseph had spent many long years in an Egyptian prison. But Joseph knew that God 
had a higher purpose for his life and would deliver him from his hardship. Genesis 
41:14-43
     
     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Go outside this week and play a game of catch with your kids. Challenge them to see 
how high they can throw it and still remain in control of where it goes. Talk to them 
about how God is above everything and in control of all that we see.   

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Where was Joseph living when Pharaoh called for him? 
- What was Pharaoh’s dream and what interpretation did Joseph give him?
- What reward did Pharaoh give to Joseph for his help?

                  AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a 
crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.” - 1 Corinthians 
9:25 (NIV)
 
       PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Joseph was in one of the worst places imaginable – prison. But if he hadn’t been in that 
place he wouldn’t have been able to interpret the cupbearer’s dream, which led to him 
interpreting Pharaoh’s dream, which led to him being put in charge of Egypt, which led 
to him saving many lives including those of his own family. Don’t look down on your 
current position, but trust that God can use it to take you where he needs you to go.
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Create your own Olympic torches. Give each kid a cardboard paper towel roll to color 
with either markers or paint. Stuff one end with red, orange, and yellow tissue paper 

CRAFT ACTIVITY
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